very treasure hunter has dreamed of having in
their arsenud of equipment a machine that will
diook into the groumd and display an image of
what is under their feer. Slowly but surely that dream
Is starting 10 become a reality over the past few years
with the availability of more high tech equipment. The
new equipment that is being developed and introduced
into the hobby of metal detecting will make dreams like

The Are-Geo Mini, shown here mounted on a
Discovery two-box metal detector. A GPRis
not designed to take the place of 2 metal detec-
tor, but when used in conjunction with one, the
combination can be a treasure hunter’s dream.

that come true. Treasure and refic finds in the next few
years will continue to get even better as old sites are re-
discovered and worked in a new way with new high tech
equipment.

Most technology available to us hobbyists is i the
form of more sensitive metal detectors. Items like Ground
Penetrating Radar have remained too expensive to utilize
on o regular basis. But lately, that has been changing with
the introduction of the Arc-Gea Logger, [ call my unit
the “Poor Man's Ground Penetrating Radar”.

| first discovered the Arc-Geo Logger two years ago
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at the Texas Treasure Show in ‘Iyler. 1 had a booth at the
show and this was my fifth year as an exhibitor. Over
the years, | have always enjoyed the opportunity o talk
to and visit with treasure hunters and manufactures of
treasure hunting equipment. This opportunity has always
given me an edge by keeping me up (0 dale on new
developments in our hobby.

While visiting with folks at my booth, | had the
opportunity to meet a very talented person in the field
of electronies, Timothy Williams. This young man was
an inventar and owner of a company called LRLMAN.
Tim took the time (o show me his new Are-Geo Loggaer
that he had designed and was planning to market [or
treasure hunting.  Thinking that this was just the sort of
thing that [ had been looking for to get that edge in this
field, I immediately purchased a unit, [ what Tim was

telling me was true; (and as it turned oul. it was) , it was
a no bramier for this old boy.

Like most
detectorists, | had
often dreamed of
“seeing” into the
ground. The Arc-
Geo Lopger was
about o opgn up
new dreas [ had put
on the back burner

The author is shown
here first setting the
grid and then walk- |
ing it using the Mini
unit, Once recorded,
the grid findings can §

then be saved for

future reference.




until this new high tech equipment became available to
treasure lunters like me.

| asked Tim if he had a booth at the show and was told
by him that this was his first time at the treasure show.
Still excited over my diseovery, Tinvited him 1o use part
of my booth area and set up his equipment to show other
diggers. It wasnt long before another treasure hunter
came by and purchased the second unit that Tim had with
him. This treasure lunter was actively scarching lor the
Knights of the Galden Circle treasures and now uses his
unit iy all of his séarches for this well documented and
legendary hoard

A laptop or PC is required to download the in-
formation obtained from the Are-Geo unit,

Having already sold all the units be had with him,
I loaned Tim my newly purchased Arc-Geo for
demonstrations at the booth, allowing other treasure
hunters the opportunity to check it out, I wasn't the only
ane excited about the prospects of using this product in
treasure hunting!

As excited as T was about using the Are-Geo Logger
in the field, life sometimes has different plans for us.
For me, it was a heart attack not long alier buving the
unit. | am doing well now. s0 it’s a sure bet that [ will be
doing some serious hunting this coming year utilizing
this ““poor man’s GPR."

In 2006, | attended the World Wide Association of
Treasure Seekers Rally in Oklahoma, Tim was there, so |
had the oppertunity to get one-on-one field training rom
the man who mvented the equipment.  The training |
received was an eye opencr on what | had purchased. |
soon discovered that the Are-Geo Unit worked far bevond
my dreams and expectations. [Hwasn’t long before other
hunters at the event came over to our training area to see
what we were doing. Tim now ok the opportunity to
show others what the unit could do. Like me. maost were
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$0, JUST WHAT IS

GROUND I'I‘NE'I‘RAI‘IN(‘_ llAl)All!

Much like regular. Radar, GPR is used to
“see™ nlmormaluhcs buried beneath the ground.
A trunumtlm;, .mtenna sends radio waves into
the ground, When the waye hits an object or
disturbance, the: receiving antenna records the
variations in the signal. By lrsmslatmg the data,
this can show' voids, foundations, underground
structuress cables and more.

Although nmmlv used in ﬂle construction and
geological mduslrv, it is fast gaining acceptance
in the archeological Lommunity with outstand-
ing results. Its usc in the hobby of treasure and
relic hunting has been limited by price and the
vast learning curye needed to operate most units.
With the In!roducuon of the Are-Geo, it’s only a
matter of time before this and other units are an
accepted part of our hobby.

Up until the introduction of the Are-Geo units,
the only systems available were industrial Sys-
tems, some of which run well oyer $100,000 ney.
Want a bargain? Here are a few used industrial
\grade GPR systems we found for sale:

Zond GPR, § j'
GSSI SIR-10B. $12,000
Mala Ramae 250, $24.000
'GSSI Pathfinder, §28,575
But don’t despair: at least onc of the aboye was
listed as “Almost like new.” Now, tlmt’,s adeal! |

impressed with the potential of the deviee,

Although much mare affordable than any similar
units, the Arc-Geo Logger was still over S1200. But
wanting treasure hoiters with limited funds to have an
apportunity to use this technology, the company recently
unveiled the Mini Unit, a scaled-down version ol the
bigger Logger. Priced at $598, the Mini is less than half

The future of metal detecting Is here now!
Target Imaging! Using the Arc-Geo Logyar _réc
and matal detector. =
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the original’s price, vet docs almost everything that its
bigger brother daes. This newer unit has less memory,
and will do only one large grid. To most of us, though,
that’s no problem because the bigger Are-Geo Logger
hias mueh more memaory then what most of us will need.

Over the past few years the FCC has taken a very hard
look at the Ground Penetrating Radar. The possibility of
a permil and licensing systent of such Ultra-Wide Band

The program can be interpreted to “see” what’s
under the ground. including disturbances in the
ground such as privies and old filled-in holes.

eyuipment may make owning and operating any GPR
a lat harder as time goes on. Ground Penetrating Radar
is very high priced and the presentation is very hard o
understand without formal and extensive training. The
commercial-grade GPR units are very good equipment
but hundreds ol dollars for the Are-Geo Logger compared
to the many thousands of dollars for the GPR really
makes this a no brainier for us poor peasants.

Will this ever take the place of the more expensive
Ground Penetrating Radar units on the market? Prabably
not, as there are uses for the technology that demands
commercial grade GPR capabilities. But for the average
treasure hunter and digger, it’s the closest thing to being
able (o “see” into the ground that we may ever gel.




